


  

Denied 
  The Miami Zoning board 
just says “no” to Home 
Depot’s request to set up shop 
in Coconut Grove thanks to 
the bad rep of another Home 
Depot on Calle Ocho. 
 
SURFSIDE 
New Firm 
  After weeks of grumbling 
about lawyers the new town 
commission hired a new law 
firm to service its legal needs. 
Bonus: A familiar face will 
remain on the dais. 
 
AVENTURA 
Busy Day 
  Settling with a utility 
company, chatting about rail 
lines, and postulating about 
the conversations certain 
commissioners have with 
members of the public — 
quite a busy day for the City 
of Excellence’s elected 
officials. 
 
NORTH MIAMI BEACH 
Twin Towers 
 Whether residents like it or 
not, Marina Grande is coming 
to NMB. However, Mayor 
Ray Marin offers an olive 
branch. 

 
“We’re coming into this business to do this in a tasteful way 
– that’s why we here on the rooftop of the Pelican.” — Luke 
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Campbell 

By Omar Sommereyns 

Whispers, whispers are all you hear…. There’s also the click-click of the 
camera shot and the subtle clink of champagne flutes in the background, but 
overall the atmosphere is pleasantly serene. 

And then there’s the occasional, sudden holler from the man running the show. 
“Open those legs up,” he says, a sly smile curling his lips. “Show ’dem good.” 

Diamond, a voluptuous, chocolate-skinned lady seated atop the bar, quietly 
obliges, and the camera goes off again. Here we are in the penthouse of the 
Pelican Hotel on Ocean Drive, where Luther Campbell (aka “Uncle Luke”) is 
shooting a porn scene while members of his entourage and his newly minted 
porn venture – Luke Adult Entertainment Division (“LAED”) – are lounging 
around the banana-yellow dining table and in the living area near the gleaming 
copper wall in which an aquarium is housed. Richard Avedon’s four 
psychedelic images of the Beatles hang on the wall at the entrance.  

Campbell– who released sexually provocative records with 2 Live Crew in the 
late ‘80s and is, arguably, the grandmaster of the Miami booty bass scene – 
intends on making this a classy affair. A pristine, crystal-crisp quality 
permeates the whole room and, even if the party might start getting raunchy in 
the late-night hours, for now the unruffled tranquility keeps things cool and 
relaxed. Campbell brings over a glass of white wine and places it near 
Diamond as the photographer, rocking a glittering gold chain with a camera 
pendant, gets ready for another shot. 

A bit later, standing outside on the rooftop terrace overlooking the glossy action 
on the strip below, Luke, who recently released a new album – My Life and 
Freaky Times – talks about how it was a natural progression for him to 
transition into porn. In addition to making movies, he wants to create a chain of 
adult clubs around the country, a magazine that will be released later this year 
and a fashion line of exotic wear. 

“You know, I started off bringing the girls into hip-hop – girls on videos, girls on 
album covers – and one thing leads to the next,” he says. “Right now it just 
makes sense for me to do this. I’ve grown older; I need to move to another 
level. And anyway, my brand is sex.” 

Continued 
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